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EQUESTRIAN TEAM FINISHES 
SEASON STRONG
Butch Blazer is a man con-
cerned with biofuels, commu-
nity collaboration and getting 
the younger generation in-
volved in conservation.
Blazer oversees the Forest 
Service and the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service. 
When he visited the Universi-
ty of Montana on Wednesday 
to meet with members of the 
College of Forestry and Con-
servation, he sat down with the 
Montana Kaimin for an inter-
view.
***
Montana Kaimin: Montana 
Governor Steve Bullock recent-
ly nominated 5.1 million acres 
of forest to the Secretary of Ag-
riculture under the 2014 Farm 
Bill. The goal is to receive pri-
oritized management in areas 
he said pose pressing wildfire 
threats to communities and 
watersheds. Do you think all 
5.1 million acres will be accept-
ed and will it have a large im-
pact on Montana’s forests?
Blazer: Now that we have 
received — I was told over 30 
proposals from governors — 
we’ll be working with the U.S. 
Forest Service in evaluating, 
looking at those proposals and 
making some decisions on how 
we’re going to work with each 
individual state. The important 
thing to realize is that at this 
point there is no new money 
that’s coming with this.
It’s going to be very import-
ant that if we’re able to take ad-
vantage of this Farm Bill pro-
vision, which allows for these 
3,000-acre blocks to be ad-
dressed, we have to do that in 
a way that hopefully is going to 
coincide with the management 
and restoration objectives of 
our national forests. And how 
we address that, that’s where 
this important discussion is 
going to come in.
MK: Seasonal employment 
with the Forest Service is a 
popular job for UM students 
during the summer. But with 
many Ranger Districts facing 
cuts, there has been a decrease 
in hiring. Will the trend con-
Blazer discusses recruitment, wildfires and home
 CAMPUS
CARROT-Y CHARITY
The University of Montana 
may partner with a company 
that evaluates students’ ex-
pertise gained off campus and 
converts their experiences into 
course credits.
Montana has been chosen to 
test a pilot program establish-
ing prior-learning assessment 
across the state by implement-
ing it at one of its colleges. Pri-
or-learning assessment allows 
students to get college credit 
for activities like work experi-
ence and professional or mili-
tary training.
If UM is accepted, it will join 
two other schools in Ohio and 
Texas to test the two-year pro-
gram.
An article in The Chronicle 
of Higher Education first alert-
ed UM that a Montana school 
would test the program, said 
Liz Putnam, faculty senate 
chair.
“It was almost embarrassing 
that people on campus didn’t 
know about it,” Putnam said. “I 
mean faculty, staff and admin-
istration were blindsided.”
Alexander Deedy
Montana Kaimin
UM applies 
for prior-
learning aid
 CAMPUS
Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
See CREDIT, page 8
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One Thousand New Gardens’ Secretary/Carrot Will Thelen and Co-president Jameson Boslough wait for students to approach their booth in the 
University Center on Wednesday afternoon. The two student volunteers are promoting the annual Dig Day held on Saturday, April 19. Members of One 
Thousand New Gardens, along with other volunteers, will be installing backyard vegetable gardens for fellow Missoulians. 
Kelsey Wardwell/Montana Kaimin
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The Montana Kaimin, in 
its 116th year, is published 
by the students of the 
University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism 
assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed 
and written by Kaimin editors. 
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ZEN COLUMN
By Lee Gordon
Yoga pants and muscle shirts
THE SPARK INSIDE
THE SHOOTAROUND
The championship problem
By Austin Schempp
Sports
OPEN LETTER OF THANKS 
TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MONTANA SCHOOL OF LAW
I am writing to express my 
deepest and most profound grat-
itude to the School of Law and 
most specially my friends on the 
Montana Law Review for all of 
their help, patience and consider-
ation during my recent surgery 
and lengthy recovery. Our law 
school community, faculty and 
administration are simply fantas-
tic. Brain surgery was a daunting 
prospect that I am certain I would 
not have been able to return from 
had it not been for the respect, 
professionalism and grace of our 
In my last column about Mon-tana track and field, I men-tioned the disadvantage the 
Grizzlies had training indoors 
compared to Montana State, which 
has its own indoor facility.
But the inequality in training 
doesn’t just stop at the track — ten-
nis also has problems of its own.
This year, the Big Sky Confer-
ence Championship for both men’s 
and women’s teams will be held 
at the Gold River Racquet Club in 
Sacramento, Calif.
With the elevation so close to 
sea level, that means hits on tennis 
balls that usually find the back of 
the court only make it to the mid-
dle.
The conference has several 
teams such as Weber State, North-
ern Arizona, Montana, Montana 
State, Idaho State and Northern 
Colorado, who play at a much 
higher elevation. By playing in 
these conditions, teams are accus-
tomed to a ball that doesn’t sail or 
linger because of lack of air pres-
sure.
Which makes me wonder: Is it 
fair to host these events in Sacra-
mento where the the tennis courts 
give a considerable advantage to 
those teams who practice outside 
and already have a leg up on op-
ponents?
It could be, but only if the reg-
ular season conference champions 
are the ones hosting the tourna-
ment.
Right now the championship is 
hosted by one school. Teams sub-
mit bids to the conference for the 
rights to host both the men’s and 
women’s championships. In the 
bids, schools can ask for how many 
years they want to host the tourna-
ment.
A team could host the postsea-
son tournament for three, five or 10 
years.
This will be Sac State’s third year 
hosting. Before that, Montana State 
hosted in 2011 but lacked a suffi-
cient number of courts, meaning 
teams like Montana and Northern 
Arizona women’s clubs didn’t play 
until late in the night.
So the conference decided it 
would make it necessary to have 
six courts in order to be a host. That 
left some schools like Montana, 
which now has five courts at the 
Peak Racquet Club, unable to bid 
for the championships.
But what if the conference split 
the men’s and women’s champion-
ships up like they do in every other 
sport besides track and field?
Then instead of 12 teams, 
there’d only be six teams coming 
to one site and it would be easier to 
manage.
Sure, Gold River has enough 
courts to make the tournament 
work right now, but what about 
homecourt advantage?
Two years ago, the Montana 
men had an 8-0 conference record, 
including a 4-3 win over Sac State 
in Missoula. In the conference 
tournament, the Griz advanced to 
the title game and were in a posi-
tion to grab their first ever title, but 
the Hornets had a distinct advan-
tage on their homecourt.
Homecourt advantage isn’t 
meant to be totally fair. The Seat-
tle Seahawks love the earthquake 
-volume sounds coming from their 
“12th man.”
But homecourt advantage is 
important — especially in the post-
season — and having a host site 
at a school regardless of how they 
performed in the conference sea-
son is unfair.
It’s time to give the regular 
season champions some well-de-
served respect.
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@AustinSchempp
In Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, sex is one of the basic physiological 
elements at the bottom of the pyramid. A couple levels up, it appears 
again as the need for intimacy we all experience. Self-esteem, respect 
and friendship also appear in the hierarchy, and they are arguably 
essential and inseparable parts of lovemaking.
Due to our religious biases, national past and upbringing, we have 
multiple personality disorder in regard to sex and physical love. Be-
cause it sells, we see it on TV, in music, on the internet, in advertise-
ments, in magazines, movies, everywhere.
On the other hand, we also shun it. We deem it immoral, we debase 
those who practice it differently than us and we feel ashamed of our 
own desires for it.
Benjamin Edelman, a Harvard Professor, shone a light on this con-
fusion. Edelman pointed out that Utah, home to the most Mormons in 
the country, a people known for their morality and chastity, also has 
the most per-capita pornography subscriptions in the country — 5.47 
known subscribed users per every thousand citizens. Why, in perhaps 
the most religious state in our nation, is this “vice” also most preva-
lent?
In the past, religious edicts regarding sex were likely in place to 
help prevent the spread of disease and unwanted pregnancy. It’s no 
coincidence that monks and nuns also frequently shave their heads in 
order to avoid louse in crowded conditions — religion often is just as 
much a practical means to an end as it is divine. However, while we 
have adopted modern remedies to these concerns, the memories of 
the past remain. We as a culture cannot make up our minds.
At its most fundamental level, sex and the desire for it is a simple 
biological need for release, subsequently imbued with emotion. Like 
our hunger for food and thirst for water, it is something that needs to 
be satisfied regularly for biological homeostasis, for our bodies and 
minds to feel at ease. Multiple personalities and confusion come in 
when we either starve ourselves of this need or overengage in it. This 
is why healthy relationships and the work they require are so import-
ant.
The flip-side of this coin is that while we make sex taboo, we also 
make singleness taboo. There’s nothing fundamentally wrong with 
either consensual sex or singleness. Like many others, I have been sin-
gle for large portions of my life, and I gave myself a hard time for it 
until others and my own experience taught me that there's nothing 
wrong with being single.
All too often we end up wasting time and effort because we’re 
afraid of just acknowledging our desires candidly and don't know 
how to do so politely. People wear revealing clothing, spend hours 
at the gym, and engage in weird, drawn-out social stunts, all because 
they just don’t know how to breach the subject of sex with one another.
After losing my canteen in the desert of singleness, I’m with a great 
gal. She’s got a glowing personality, admirable character and impec-
cable taste. We enjoy each other’s company and we’re honest with our 
desires. More importantly, we also have love and friendship. 
So be yourself — find the proper balance and don’t be ashamed of 
your desires. Go forth, be happy and be fruitful.
lee.gordon@umontana.edu
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Satire: Ode to a Despondent Faculty
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ONLINE 
ONLY:
students and faculty. Thank you 
to everyone who has supported 
me by bringing dinner and stop-
ping by to see me at home and in 
the hospital during this uncertain 
time. While I may not remember 
the details, I will always remem-
ber the swift and caring response 
of my friends at the School of Law. 
I can think of no greater honor 
than to be surrounded by such 
amazing people.
Sincerely,
Erik P. Rathie
J.D Candidate 2015
UM School of Law
Montana Kaimin
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The Associated Students 
of the University of Montana 
went through impeachment 
proceedings for two of its 
senators Wednesday evening, 
before ultimately deciding to 
keep both on board.
ASUM Vice President Ma-
riah Williams said senators 
Sam Thompson and Jan Rod-
dy had exceeded their al-
lowed number of absences for 
weekly ASUM meetings and 
had missed office hours. The 
executive team then decided 
to ask the ASUM body about 
taking up the individual cases 
of each senator.
While both cases were dis-
cussed, no member of ASUM 
voted in favor of removal.
Multiple members of 
ASUM said that entertaining 
impeachment proceedings 
would be inappropriate, and 
that removing either senator 
would be inconvenient, given 
the limited number of weeks 
left in the school year.
“I would find it a little bit 
silly if we do go through with 
these impeachment proceed-
ings,” Sen. Ashlynn Anderson 
said. “I would rather have par-
tial participation from these 
senators than the absence of 
them entirely.”
Some senators, however, 
argued that the proceedings 
should be considered and tak-
en seriously.
“I adore you all, but if this 
were any other point in the 
semester we would be go-
ing through with this,” Nico 
Heimlich-Bowler said. “I 
know it’s hard to do every-
thing we do on top of school, 
but it’s something we all 
signed up for.”
ASUM then voted to begin 
the impeachment discussion. 
Thompson was the first sena-
tor discussed.
Thompson, who is cam-
paigning for the Montana 
State Legislature, said he 
missed meetings and office 
hours due to his campaign 
schedule.
“These kinds of campaign 
conflicts were really unavoid-
able,” Thompson said. “This 
is really no one’s fault but my 
own.”
Thompson added that he 
plans to double his amount of 
office hours in order to make 
up for the hours he missed.
Sen. Roddy claimed full re-
sponsibility for her absences, 
saying that she didn’t take the 
absences lightly and plans to 
make up the office hours.
“I’m not going to make ex-
cuses either, because missing 
meetings is a big deal,” Roddy 
said. “I was doing homework, 
ASUM senators nearly impeached
and I imagine we all have 
homework, so take that as you 
will.”
After the body voted to 
retain both senators, Sen. 
Ryan Hazen moved to re-
quire Thompson and Roddy 
to make up the missed office 
hours.
Business Manager Mike 
Hopkins said the action was 
unnecessary.
“The rules say if you 
miss these things you’re im-
peached and gone,” Hopkins 
said. “If they want to make up 
office hours, more power to 
them, but quite honestly they 
got lucky and we should leave 
it at that.”
Hopkins added that if ei-
ther senator goes over three 
absences, the process will be 
revisited.
jordan.purinton@umontana.edu
@JordanPurinton
Jordan Purinton
Montana Kaimin
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The state Board of Pardons 
and Parole is scheduled to meet 
at the end of the month to con-
sider Barry Beach’s application 
for clemency in the 1979 killing 
of a Poplar teen.
Beach is asking the board to 
reduce his life prison sentence 
and make him eligible for pa-
role or a commutation from Gov. 
Steve Bullock.
The board will take public 
comment and could make its de-
cision that day or issue a decision 
later.
Beach has long maintained 
his innocence in the death of 
Kim Nees. He was released from 
prison in 2011 when a judge or-
dered a new trial. The Montana 
Supreme Court overturned the 
judge’s decision.
Parole board 
considers Beach 
request
Associated Press
MONTANA
Montana Kaimin
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This Friday, footsteps will cir-
cle the Oval from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
for the University of Montana’s 
annual Relay for Life.
The all-nighter is one of many 
around the country that will 
raise money for the American 
Cancer Society, as well as honor 
and remember those who have 
faced cancer.
UM pharmacy student Azhar 
Bougary has participated since 
2002.
“The reason I’m walking this 
is because of my dad. He passed 
away in 2004,” she said. “It also 
runs in my father’s side of the 
family, so I’ve lost most of my un-
cles and their cousins to cancer. It 
impacts my family — that’s why 
I do it.”
Bougary, who has been in-
volved in UM’s event for the past 
three years, said walking with 
her colleagues has been a re-
markable experience
“It’s very emotional and dear 
to myself, but it is also a very up-
lifting experience. I’m able to do 
something good and give back to 
the American Cancer Society. It’s 
just very amazing seeing people 
coming together and helping,” 
Bougary said.
Sarah Shapiro, chair of UM 
Colleges Against Cancer, is also 
walking. Her mother passed 
away from cancer when she was 
seven years old.
Shapiro, a sophomore, got 
involved last year after seeing a 
Colleges Against Cancer booth 
on the Oval.
“It was finally something I 
could do to help all my loved 
ones who had cancer because 
American Cancer Society helped 
us so much when my mom was 
going through it,” she said. “This 
was a way I could give back.”
All the money relays raise 
goes to the American Cancer So-
ciety. Relays across the country 
provide 40 to 50 percent of the 
American Cancer Society’s bud-
get each year, Shapiro said.
“It’s a really good time for a 
really good cause,” she said.
UM’s relay has raised over 
$7,000 so far, and fundraising 
efforts will continue throughout 
the week.
Bougary and the rest of the 
School of Pharmacy’s team had 
raised over $2,000 as of Wednes-
day afternoon, but team mem-
ber Amber Yaeger said the final 
amount will be about $2,500 af-
ter all the fundraising efforts are 
done and the money is counted.  
“We have sold T-shirts, we 
have the bake sale today and we 
have done dinner and dessert 
auctions weekly,” Yaeger said. 
“None of that money has been 
added to our funds yet.”
Last year, the team was just as 
successful, Bougary and Yaeger 
said. 
“We’re pharmacy students so 
we are really competitive,” Boug-
ary said. “Last year we took first 
place in terms of fundraising, 
in terms of most of the different 
games and in terms of the laps 
walked.”
Bougary said she and a fel-
low pharmacy student walked 
the entire 12 hours last year and 
completed 75 laps around the 
Oval.
Yaeger, walking the relay for 
the second year, said being in-
volved has been a blast and, de-
spite the all-nighter, it was not 
exhausting.  
“You just kept going, just kept 
doing it. It just kind of became a 
routine,” she said. “Everyone was 
so energetic about it that it makes 
it go so flawlessly and easy.”
Shapiro said last year’s experi-
ence made her want to come back 
and do it again this year. She said 
it gets challenging in the early 
hours of the morning, but having 
food, coffee, music and other ac-
tivities helps keep the spirit alive.
Many people are eager to do-
nate food, equipment and their 
own time, Shapiro said.
The night is filled with games, 
food and raffles. Participants re-
ceive a raffle ticket for each lap 
they complete.
At 10 p.m., the luminaria cer-
emony will take place to remem-
ber those who have been taken 
by cancer, and also to honor and 
support survivors and fighters of 
the battle.   
“That is the most emotional 
thing that a lot of people involved 
in this will ever experience be-
cause you have the luminarias 
lined up,” Bougary said. “You 
will see one of your loved one’s 
bags up there if you have decid-
ed to purchase a bag, but people 
come together and are unaware 
of who their friend or neighbor 
has lost. You’ll see people in your 
community there and think, ‘Oh 
my God, I didn’t know we had 
this in common.’ So it’s a very 
emotional time, but it’s also very 
uplifting.”
Luminarias are still available 
for purchase and participants 
can sign up at any time online or 
on the Oval, Friday evening.
brea.gaudioso@umontana.edu
No sleep till survival: 
UM and the American Cancer Society gear up for annual Relay for Life
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
Brea Gaudioso
Montana Kaimin
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BLAZER
From page 1
tinue, and how does the Forest Ser-
vice plan to make up for the loss in 
workforce?
Blazer: Well, again, this is an 
issue that there’s a lot of ongoing 
discussion on how we are going to 
continue to meet the needs of ad-
dressing wildfires in this country 
with the situation that we have with 
our federal budgets. Because those 
federal budgets have pretty much 
been flat or declined a bit over sev-
eral years now -- quite a few years-- 
the cost of fighting these catastroph-
ic wildfires is increasing.
So what we’re seeing is, in 
meeting these wildfire costs with 
the constrained budgets that we 
have, it’s pulling away dollars from 
non-fire-related-programs that we 
rely on to do the restoration activi-
ties that we need to lessen the threat 
of wildfire. So the discussion right 
now is the new budget strategy 
where the most severe catastroph-
ic fires would be paid for through 
a national emergency initiative 
or a national emergency strategy, 
where they would be dealt with 
just like hurricanes, terrible torna-
does, earthquakes, that sort of thing. 
That would allow for funding that 
is needed for these expensive occur-
rences not be taken out of the con-
strained Forest Service budget.
MK: Enrollment in traditional 
natural resource programs at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels 
have been declining since the mid-
1990s. What effect will this have 
on future conservation efforts, and 
what should be done to raise enroll-
ment?
Blazer: Well it of course will 
have a very negative impact. In or-
der to do the very important natural 
resource management work in the 
future, we’re going to need those 
natural resource professionals to 
do that work. I can’t speak for oth-
er federal agencies, but I do know 
that it is a concern of the U.S. Forest 
Service and we’re having a lot of 
important strategy discussions on 
how we can, through our various 
programs within the agency, devel-
op a recruitment strategy where we 
go out, we meet with young people, 
we have discussions in regard to 
what we do have to offer within the 
agency in regards to professional 
employment, we invest in tools like 
(the film “Untrammeled”, which 
featured UM students in the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness).
That film is the kind of invest-
ment the Forest Service is making 
in regard to reaching out and de-
veloping these kinds of tools that 
involve young people. These beau-
tiful and wild places in our country, 
if we’re going to maintain them and 
sustain them, the young people of 
this country need to understand 
that value. And we just feel that if 
we make this effort and have them 
understand that value then we’re 
going to have some of them decide 
to go into a natural resource profes-
sion and pursue natural resource 
work. 
MK: You talked about workforce 
development with some of the Col-
lege of Forestry and Conservation 
faculty. With federal research dol-
lars declining, what’s the most im-
portant attribute for a student facing 
a competitive workforce?
Blazer: Again, what you’re doing 
here at the University of Montana 
… Dean Burchfield was explaining 
to me how they’re working in their 
fire program, how they’re working 
hard to develop opportunities for 
students where they can not only 
gain the education they need to be 
fire managers or fire researchers, 
but at the same time they’re also 
working toward developing em-
ployment opportunities for the stu-
dents where they can supplement 
their income while they’re in school.
If they continue to do that and 
can figure out how to make that 
grow and share that information 
with other universities across the 
country, that in itself is really going 
to help fill the void that we’re antici-
pating with natural resource profes-
sionals. 
@alexanderdeedy 
alexander.deedy@umontana.edu
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BASEBALL
Seaborn Larson
Montana Kaimin
Griz return to Zootown after splitting road series
The Griz have traveled 
throughout the west coast 
this season, testing their title 
as the 2013 Northern Pacif-
ic-North Conference champi-
ons.
But after dropping two of 
a three-game series against 
Eastern Washington on 
March 31, the University of 
Montana baseball club sits in 
second place in the confer-
ence.
Montana will play Eastern 
Washington in another three- 
game series on Saturday and 
Sunday at Osprey Stadium. 
The series will be the first 
home game of the year for the 
Griz, who are an even .500 on 
the road after coming in un-
defeated at this time last year.
The Griz topped the Eagles 
19-8 in the first game of the 
series with 20 hits and two 
home runs by sophomores 
Ryota Hoshino and Brad Bell.
But in games two and 
three, Eastern Washington’s 
batting rotation caught fire. 
The Eagles closed with 7-4 
and 11-3 wins over the Griz.
“We just needed that one 
big play,” said senior infield-
er Will Cote, “but they were 
great in situational hitting. 
You can’t really defend a dou-
ble.”
Eastern Washington (8-
3, 8-1 conference), leads the 
four-team league. Montana 
(5-5, 3-3) is ahead of Montana 
State by two games. The Idaho 
Vandals sit at the bottom (2-9, 
1-6).
Montana outfielder Hoshi-
no said the team may have 
fallen after the comfort of the 
conference title.
“Maybe unconsciously, we 
had conceited feelings after 
winning the title,” Hoshino 
said. “After two tough losses, 
we’ve got the hunger back in 
our team. It’s going in a good 
direction.”
The Griz opened the con-
ference season strong on the 
road, including two statement 
wins against Idaho, 10-4, 11-
0. The Griz dropped the final 
game in Lewiston 5-3.
“Collectively, we were hit-
ting really well,” Cote said of 
the first two games. “Then, 
we let them push their tempo 
on us. It was definitely a game 
we should have won.”
Hoshino, a first team 
All-American outfielder in 
2013, smacked one home run 
in Montana’s win in the first 
game against Eastern Wash-
ington.
Despite dropping two 
games two weeks ago, head 
coach Ryan Sharkey believes 
his team can sweep the Eagles 
and snatch the first place po-
sition.
“Eastern Washington is 
definitely in control of our 
conference,” Sharkey said. “If 
we want to change that we 
have to win three this week-
end. We want to be able to 
Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
UM baseball club head coach Ryan Sharkey bats at practice on Wednesday at Osprey Stadium. The Grizzlies play Eastern Washington University at 
home on Saturday —  the first home game after a .500 opening on the road. 
control our own destiny, in-
stead of being determined by 
another team’s record.”
Montana overcame its big-
gest obstacle this year: being 
able to practice outside in 
the spring weather. Montana 
practiced at Osprey Field for 
the first time yesterday, and 
they’re ready to start swing-
ing for the Clark Fork River.
“I feel like, offensively, we 
didn’t give ourselves a chance 
in Cheney,” Sharkey said. 
“Our guys are ready to get in 
a rhythm at our own yard. It’s 
definitely time.”
The team had faced several 
weather delays on getting out 
to the field, which remains in 
rough shape, Cote said.
Despite muggy conditions, 
the team was excited to get 
out on their own yard, he said.
With nine games remain-
ing in the regular season, 
Montana looks for its revenge 
this Saturday against Eastern 
Washington before playing 
Montana State on April 14. 
Montana will also host the 
Northern Pacific-North re-
gional tournament May 9 — 
11.
“Eastern Washington prob-
ably have the best pitching 
in the conference,” Cote said. 
“It’ll come down to pitching 
and defense.”
seaborn.larson@umontana.edu
@seabornlarson
‘After two tough 
losses, we’ve got 
the hunger back 
in our team. It’s 
going in a good 
direction.’
Ryota Hoshino 
Montana outfielder
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UM Equestrian team wins Regionals
EQUESTRIAN
A tally on a napkin revealed the 
news.
The University of Montana 
equestrian team sat at a table, 
zoomed in on spreadsheets on their 
cellphones and tried to determine 
if they had won the tiebreaker with 
Montana State at the equestrian re-
gionals in Logan, Utah, on March 
22-23.  
“I don’t think we really wanted to 
believe it, just in case it wasn’t true,” 
said Kathryn Tiemessen, a member 
of the Griz equestrian team. “With 
the challenges that we’ve faced, the 
size of our team, and how hard we 
had worked, we didn’t want to get 
our hopes up just in case we had 
added something wrong.”
Montana won the only tiebreak-
er in the history of their region 
by three points to advance to the 
Zone Championships — where the 
champions of each region meet — 
in Palo Alto, Calif.  
“We’re used to beating the odds 
in terms of coming close to other 
teams,” Tiemessen said. “But just 
the fact that we actually achieved 
it was a pretty awesome feeling to 
know that we fought for it, and we 
made it happen.”
The Griz took eight riders to 
Utah. The Bobcats outnumbered 
them three to one. Although each 
team is only allowed to dedicate 
one point rider per class, having ad-
ditional riders in the same class can 
take points away from other teams. 
The point rider is the only one 
who can score for a team. For ex-
ample, if a team’s point rider takes 
third place, but is only beaten by 
her teammates, that prevents other 
teams from scoring.  
Montana competes in seven 
classes and has an eight-person 
team. Only one rider competes in 
each class, but for schools such as 
Sam Waldorf
Montana Kaimin
Montana State, at least two riders 
compete in most classes.
Head coach Kate Lufkin said the 
team went to Logan with a different 
team than they planned on.
The regional was also delayed 
a week because of the enormous 
blizzard that hit Missoula and the 
region.
Lufkin, who became coach in 
late February, took over a financial-
ly-strapped program and was re-
sponsible for all of the team’s fund-
raising. 
“It meant so much to me for for 
four years, I didn’t want to see it go 
away,” said Lufkin, who rode for 
the Griz during her college career. 
“I require a lot more from the riders, 
both individually and as a team, 
than had been required before.”
Lufkin said the Utah regional 
was one of the first shows where 
everyone wanted to work together.
“Everybody didn’t really have an 
idea of going in and winning this,” 
Lufkin said. “It wasn’t really some-
thing that had crossed the minds of 
a bunch of our riders.”
But three victories and multiple 
top-three finishes sent seven Griz-
zly riders to Zones: Ethan Martin, 
Jessy Weiss, Makenzi Hoffman, 
Erin Corey, Kyndal Ploski, Rachel 
Anderson and Tiemessen.
In order to make the trip, the 
team needed $4,000 in donations.
Tiemessen said the school and 
the community showed they could 
support the team on an emergency 
basis, but in order to grow as a pro-
gram they need continual support.  
Traveling to Palo Alto, and com-
peting against fully-funded eques-
trian programs, Lufkin said they 
knew they were going to be out-
matched.
“I gave every rider the goal of 
wanting to beat one person, being 
hungry to beat one person,” Lufkin 
said.
And in every class except one, 
Montana achieved that goal.
Lufkin said traveling to Palo 
Alto for the Zone Championships is 
something the team should appre-
ciate, since it may not happen again 
during their college careers.  
Lufkin said she wants to restruc-
ture the program to be more com-
petitive, and winning this year’s 
regional championship will help.
The team will return all of its rid-
ers except Corey, who is graduating. 
Tiemessen said that winning re-
Photo Courtesy of Erin Corey 
Rachel Anderson of the UM equestrian team competes at the Zone Cham-
pionships in Palo Alto, Calif., last weekend after UM defeated Montana 
State in regionals. The team hopes the victory at regionals will attract talent 
and bring the program closer to securing stable sources of funding.  
gionals will help get their name out 
there as a team, and let people know 
what they accomplished, which will 
help draw other riders to Montana.
“We have so much room to 
grow,” Tiemessen said. “If we can 
do that with the small amount of 
support that we’ve received so far, 
and the small number of people 
we’ve had ride for us, just imagine 
what we could do with more riders 
and even more support.”
samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu
@Sam_Waldorf
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
Sarah Hopkins
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Michelle Dezihan
Meaghan Gaul
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Jesse Kipp
Alison Rinker
PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
        LOST AND FOUND 
Lost: 2-tone avocado jacket 
between Lommasson Center and 
parking lot behind Jesse Hall on 
4/8. Reward. Call Becky x2226
 or 406-240-1079.  
         ENTERTAINMENT 
Weekend cabins 30 minutes from 
Missoula $45-65/night at Rock 
Creek Cabins 251-6611. 
          HELP WANTED
Headed into government or 
politics? Congress is a mess! 
Want to help clean it up? Visit 
www.samrankin.com and 
volunteer to help. Or call Sam @ 
406-855-3013 for more details. 
Compensation available.  
Summer Jobs Silver Gate/
YNP/Beartooths. All positions. 
Experience preferred, Not 
Required. Log Cabin Café, B&B. 
www.thelogcabincafe.com/
opportunity 
Boy Scout Camp Staff Positions: 
Melita Island on Flathead Lake. 
Camp runs June-August 2014. 
Contact Julie at flatrockround@
gmail.com 
               SERVICES 
M&M Driving School private 
driving lessons 317-3272  
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage, 
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full 
month free with 3 months up 
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount 
off regular price with Free sign 
up fee! Student discount for truck 
rental. (406) 721-7277 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2013. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540 
         MISCELLANEOUS 
CSKT members and descendants 
are invited to participate in a 
University of Montana research 
study. Participants will be part 
of a focus group discussing how 
genetics can improve the use 
of medications in American 
Indian communities. Food and 
compensation will be provided. 
Contact Chelsea Morales at 406-
647-0577 or chelsea.morales@
umontana.edu.                      
        SONG OF THE DAY 
Dust Bowl Dance - Mumford & 
Sons     
    
The reason the shift in cred-
it earning caught the school by 
surprise is because the nonprofit 
Council for Adult and Experien-
tial Learning works with a website 
called LearningCounts.org to ad-
minister the program.
The service is supported partly 
by the Lumina Foundation and of-
fers a class on how to put together 
a portfolio that maps extracurric-
ulars and how they translate into 
specific courses.
After teaching a student to put 
together a portfolio, Learning-
Counts.org also assesses whether 
that student deserves credits.
Lumina provided a $1 million 
grant to test the feasibility of a state-
wide prior-learning assessment as 
a part of Lumina’s goal of raising 
the percentage of Americans with 
college diplomas to 60 percent by 
2025.
The prior-learning assessment 
can provide a way for students to 
spend less and graduate earlier. 
However, how the company assess-
es each student is still unknown to 
the administration, Putnam said.
The last thing the University 
wants is for someone to walk onto 
campus for the first time with soph-
omore standing, only to find that 
they are not prepared because they 
are not used to dealing with work 
in a classroom, she said.
John Cech, deputy commission-
er for two-year and community 
college education, said students 
have to demonstrate their learning 
just as they would have to in the 
classroom.
Cech said he wrote the proposal 
for the Montana Commissioner of 
Higher Education to be one of the 
three states to participate in the pro-
gram. The oppourtunity will aid 
Gov. Steve Bullock’s goal to increase 
the number of adult Montanans 
with postsecondary degrees from 
40 percent to 60 percent by 2020, he 
said.
Prior-learning assessment is a 
faculty-driven process that focus-
es on returning adult learners as 
opposed to traditional students, he 
said.
“PLA is a process, not a prod-
uct,” Cech said.
He said the program’s standards 
require that a student receives cred-
its for what they have learned, not 
simply for having an experience.
Nancy Hinman, interim associ-
ate provost for dynamic learning, 
said the only major change this 
program would create is the devel-
opment of a formal process for stu-
dents to earn credits toward their 
majors.
UM already has the opportuni-
ty for students to place out of class-
es, as well as a chance for military 
members or interns to receive credit 
for their experiences, Hinman said. 
However, credits often go toward 
electives. If someone has built up 45 
military credits and wants to trans-
fer to UM, receiving 45 elective 
credits may not be logical, she said.
The new collaboration could 
lead to higher retention rates, Hin-
man said. CAEL recently conduct-
ed a study that found graduation 
rates are 2.5 times higher for stu-
dents with prior-learning assess-
ment credit.
She said the reason UM applied 
for the pilot program is to be fully 
informed of the assessment process.
“There’s no doubt that this is al-
ready happening and being used 
across the nation, and we need to 
understand the credentials of how 
it works,” Hinman said.
katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu
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